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NOTICE

Minutes of the speclal meeting of the
Buffalo Clty Councll held on January 19,
2022, Mesling called to order by Mayor
Sally Rodrigusz, at 6:00pm. All mambers
with a "™ after their name paricipated
slactronically for the mesting. All other
Earticipants ware in the Councll Gham-
ers. Prasent Mary Moore, Ted Teel,
Austln Miller, Brandon Berg®, Joe Bufting-
tan*, Public Works Direcior Josh Ferkel,
City Attorney William McCullough*, and
City Glerk Tanna Lecnard,

Mayor Rodrlguez requested that the
diseusslon of Judy's Barga Inn move
ahead of itam 2 on the agenda.

Teni Beitz from Judy's Bargs Inn and
Seott Robinson from JL Brady paricipa-
ted electronically,

Public Works Director Josh Ferkel
explalned hat he hired Westemn Laak
Detection to detact a leak wilhin the
systern last week. It was determinad that
the leak was at 600 Front Strest, Judy's
Barge Inn, The deledtion company
estimated that It was 10-20 feet north of
the curb box under the concrete and
leaking &t an estimaled 10-20 gallons per
minute. Ferkel sent a letter stating that
they had ten days to correct the problem,
or he would be disconaecting them ugtil it
was correctad.

Mayor Rodrigusz confrmad that the lelter
was sant on Januery 13, 2022 and had a
corrgntinn.’shur off date of January 23,
2022,

Scoft explained that he recelved the
Informatlon from Jucdy on Monday and
met with hat onsite yesterday and
confirmed that there is a leak. They have
developed a plan to remedy the situation
but are curently backiogged for sevaral
reasons, They are seeking the lenisncy of
the counclt at this point becalse they are
currently two and a half weeks out for
scheduling. Once the work has started it
willl take epproximately thtee days,

Bufflngton asked for clarflcation on the
issu@ as JL Brady had repaired a leak
severa! months ago.

Teel mentioned that the leak Is sstimated
to be losing 21,600 gallons per day,

Scolt explained that it Is unknown how
much is being lost but he does not notics
any deflciencles in the prassurs inside the
Bullding, So, it leads him io beleve that
80% of the water ls getling into the
bullding but it is unknown the actual
amount of water being lost,

Buffington asked how leng i had besen
leaking.
Ferkel explained that the ugage at the
water plant had gone up significantly fast
week and that usually Indicates a leak or
lssbe, 0 he  hired Westomn Leak
Datection to identiy the issues, Normaﬂl?;
the water plani is pumping 160,00
allons per day and we ware up to
gOZ,DOO per day. It becomes an lssue
when we are hltlin%tha thrasheld of the
maximum capacity that we can produce in
& day.
Teel explained that we hava went rounds
the last time this happened, and it went
over thirty days. If this were a residential
Issue the water would be shut off no
questions asked.
Teel motloned that there ba no axtension
on the due date for the repairs to be
completed.

Soott asked about the residents and how
it correlates with health safety guidetines.

Mr. McCullough explained that if the
residential water was shut off and the olty
hed concams with the health and safety,
they could requite them to vacate the
pratalse untll the Issue was resolved.

Scott explained that Judy blred them
immedlatal¥ and he Intends tc gat them in
tha schedule as soon as possible but with
weather, and tabor shertages, this is the
soonest.

Buffington asked if the clty could remove
the concrate to expodits the project. i
Scott explained that this would probably

be able to get In & day soaner on the 31st

of January,

Berg asked if It was possibla to shut the
watar off when Judy's wasn't in oparation
to reduce the watsr loes but aflow the
businass to operate.

Farkel explained that there would ba a
potential for contaminates to get in the
system by sliminating the pressure with a
leak In the llne, It was also noted thal
Judy's residence is on the second floor,
Teel mantionsd that the water loss for 20
days would be 423,000 gallons.

Tewri and Secott reiterated thal this is an
estimated. Tesl explained that we are not
intergstad In charging for this but wanted
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to let them know that this a significant
loss to the system. Teel mlso explainad
that ¥ this is a resident k would have been
shut off.

Scoft explained that this Is & business, a
livaly hood, end Income generated to the
city unllke a residence. That is why they
ara soeking an extenslon and are at the
merey of the counsit,

Berg noted that if an axtension was
granted, that in the future, we would nesd
to keep the same policy.

Teal explained that the water was also
lsaking Into the storm drain and Is not
acoeplable.

Saoft asked what the process was, or
how 1t was identifled that the leak was
Infiltrating the storm  sewer, Forkel
axplained that & was visually idantifiable
In tfhe storm draln, prior to the weather
meft.

Mayor Rodriguez stated that Tad had a
mollcn on the table and asked If thara
was a seoond.

The motion was sacondad oy Miller and
carried unanimousty,

Tard from Judy’s Barge Inn asked for
clarfication. Mayor Rodriguez explained
that the council did not extend the shut
off, Teri explained that # wasn't pessible
to have thia corractad by Sunday morning
and that this closure would most likely
shut thern down for good.

Motion by Teel and secondad by Milier to
move Into closed sesslon par lowa Code
Section 21,5 {j) to discuss the purchase
or sale of real estate at 6:28pm. Motion
carried unenimously,

Matlon by Tes! end saconded by Miller to
moaove from closed sesslon at 6:36pm,
Motlon carried unanimously,

Metion by Teel and saconded by Miller to
move forward with what was a?reed upon
during ihe closed session. Molios carried
unanimously.

Mayor Rodriguez asked that we discuss
e & before & as Mr, McCullough had
another meeting to attend.

Motion by Teel and seconded by Moore
to move into close session per lowa Code
3889 to discuss competitive information
at B:36pm. Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Teel and seconded by Moore
to mave from closad session at 6:45pm.,
Meotion carried unanimously.

Motien by Teel and seconded by Miller to
move forward with what was agreed upon
during the closed seasion. Motien carried
unanimously.

Clerk discussed the process for the Max
Levy Hearing and proposed a couple of
Ideas to present es the Maximur amount
that the city could Jevy. The city typically
keeps the same levy rate and wih the
increase In taxable valuation the addition-
al funds cover the ncrease In consumer
pricing, wages, and benefits, However,
with the consumar price index at an
alltime high we may have to consider
incraasing the levy. Clerk would work with
the coundil In the next few weeks fo
review options to keep these increases
minimized but raquested fo sel the Max
Levy arotmd 10%.

Motion RIY Teel and seconded Ly Miller to
set the Max Lavy rals not to exdeed 10%,
Motlon carrled unanimously,

Motion by Teel and secondad by Moore
to approve resslution 2022-06 selting the
date for the Max Leavy Hearing for
February 07, 2022, at 6:00pm. Motlen
cattied Unanimously.
Mation by Teel and seconded by Millsr to
approve rasolution 202807 approving

22 budget amendmant, Motion caried
unanimously,
Motlon by Teel and seconded by Miller to
adjours the mesting at 8:55pm. Motion
carrled unammausly.

Sally Rodriguez, Mayor

Tanna Lecnard, City Cletk



